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Allan Muzonzini

Felix Aguayo

Brian Kiprotich

Tatenda Mbabvu

Allan is a pre-med major from Harare, Zimbabwe. 

He was part of Discipleship and the International Club (Interact). 

His future plans are going to medical school to become a surgeon.

Allan always brought joy and laughter to our community and he will 

be greatly missed.

Felix is an athletic training major from Juarez, Mexico. 

He was a member of Discipleship, Interact, and a RA. 

His future plans are finding an internship that will help him 

continue his aducation while working as an athletic trainer. 

Brian is a business major and during his time at Southwestern 

College, he was a member of Discipleship and a staff reporter for 

the Collegian. 

Tatenda is a business major from Harare, Zimbabwe. 

He was part of the men’s soccer team. Tatenda is actually a 

December graduate and is currently in search for a job. 

We hope he finds the perfect job for him and when he does, we 

would love to hear the good news. 
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Senior Credits His Parents for Who He is Today

Felix Aguayo is from Juarez, Mexico and he aƩended Lydia 
PaƩerson InsƟtute which is a Methodist-affiliated high school in 
El Paso, TX.

You can’t tell the story of Aguayo without talking about his You can’t tell the story of Aguayo without talking about his 
parents’ efforts and sacrifices. Both of his parents and Aguayo 
have worked very hard to give him the opportunity to have a 
good educaƟon and aƩend Southwestern.  He is tremendously 
grateful for his parents and credits all his achievements to them. 

Aguayo’s parents come from a difficult past. However, their Aguayo’s parents come from a difficult past. However, their 
resilience pushed them to seek a beƩer life for their children. 
Aguayo remembers his parents’ efforts to give him a beƩer life 
and also remembers their big heart for all of his family. 

“My dad is an engineer; he came from one of the poorest areas “My dad is an engineer; he came from one of the poorest areas 
of Juarez. When my mom was 13 years old her father leŌ her 
family so she started to work and take care of her siblings at that 
age. My mom is a housewife, and I’ve always said that she has 
the hardest job of all of us because she takes care of us and 
always tries to help us be successful,” Aguayo added, “when my 
parents married, my two aunts and my grandma moved in with 
them. Then, I was born. We sƟll live in that liƩle house.” He said, them. Then, I was born. We sƟll live in that liƩle house.” He said, 
“when I see people who are in need it’s easier for me to relate 
to them, have empathy, and help them because I sƟll remember 
what it is like to have liƩle.”

Aguayo also remembers their sacrifices to keep him in school. 
Without his dad’s sacrifice, Aguayo wouldn’t have had the 
opportunity to aƩend Southwestern College. 

"My father worked as an engineer for a company that moved to 
a different city and his boss told him he needed to move there 
to conƟnue with his job. At the Ɵme I was studying in Lydia 
PaƩerson and my father knew that I have been making a lot of 
effort to get a scholarship in the US. My dad decided to quit his 
job even though it had made us financially stable so I could get a 
chance to study in the US," Aguayo said. 

 Aguayo reflected back on the sacrifices he also had to make  Aguayo reflected back on the sacrifices he also had to make 
once he got to Southwestern.    

“Freshmen year was a hard transiƟon because someƟmes I was 
alone and didn’t have someone to talk Spanish with. I would 
miss my family, the food, my home. I was willing to sacrifice my 
home and being with my family and friends for what I will 
become and who I will be in the future,” Aguayo said. 
When asked what rewards he has received from his sacrifices he When asked what rewards he has received from his sacrifices he 
quickly responded with “a lot of good experiences and a lot of 
good people I’ve meet through whom I’ve encountered God and 
seen who God is and seen him working in my life. I know what 
true happiness is.”

Aguayo is about to graduate and is seeking to conƟnue his 
educaƟon. 

"I'm looking for opportuniƟes to get a graduate assistant "I'm looking for opportuniƟes to get a graduate assistant 
posiƟon somewhere as an athleƟc trainer, so I can get my 
masters in business, kinesiology, or athleƟc training, basically 
anything. I just want to conƟnue my educaƟon while working 
and doing what I love,” Aguayo said.   

Life Stories
Are you Ɵred of only hearing news about COVID-19? 
Then take a break to read the life stories of four Bishop Scholars.  

“When I graduate 
I want to tell my 
mom and dad 
that it's all 
because of 
them.” 
  -Felix Aguayo 
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Bishop Scholar from Malaysia Grows in His Faith in Small-Town Winfield 

quote
Jon Luis Koe grew up with his family in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. Kuala Lumpur is the naƟon's 
capital and it's the largest city with a populaƟon 
of 1.73 million in only 94 square miles. His father 
is a pastor for the United Methodist Church and 
his mom is an IT specialist. Koe’s Father pushed 
him to get out of his comfort zone and apply to 
come to Southwestern. come to Southwestern. 

“Because my Father is a pastor, he got to talk over 
lunch with one of the Bishops in Malaysia. He 
talked to my father about the Bishop Scholarship 
and my father just told him that he wanted his 
son to go to Southwestern and have the 
experience of studying abroad. My father wanted 
me to come to the US to learn new perspecƟves 
and open my view of the world,” Koe said. and open my view of the world,” Koe said. 

IniƟally, Koe was hesitant about coming to 
Southwestern because he had already started 
college in Malaysia, he had friends back home, 
and he also lived in a big city that can’t compare 
to small-town Winfield, Kansas. 

“At first, I didn’t want to come to the US because I 
had my friends at home. What was challenging 
was the transiƟon from living in a city to living in 
a small town such as Winfield. There are fewer 
things to do here in Winfield. I’m more of a city 
person, I like to explore, go on the train, the bus, 
and see what the city has to offer,” he said.

Looking back, Koe doesn’t regret coming to Looking back, Koe doesn’t regret coming to 
Southwestern and appreciates the good things 
that he has goƩen to experience in Winfield. 

One of the good things he has found at 
Southwestern College is Worship Outreach. 
Worship Outreach is a group of students who 
travel around Kansas to play in several different 
churches. They also play on Wednesdays at SC 
Chapel. 

“I’ve enjoyed my Ɵme here so far, It’s been fun. “I’ve enjoyed my Ɵme here so far, It’s been fun. 
My favorite part has been joining the Worship 
Outreach and playing for different churches,” he 
added, “I like playing the piano, I really enjoy it 
because I don’t see it as work but as a game to 
play, so it’s fun.”

Koe also menƟoned how he has embraced the Koe also menƟoned how he has embraced the 
Winfield community, even though it took him 
some Ɵme. 

He said, “I enjoy the community here, the people He said, “I enjoy the community here, the people 
here are nice. Everyone knows each other and 
they are very friendly. It took me some Ɵme to get 
used to their friendliness. People would say hi to 
me and I would think ‘Who are you? I don’t know 
you.’ Back home no one says hi, they just mind 
their own business.  So I like this community, I 
like how they are very close to each other.”like how they are very close to each other.”

Koe is part of the Discipleship Team, a faith-based 
group focused on helping students grow in 
ChrisƟan discipleship. They meet in small groups 
or so-called covenant groups every week, do 
service projects, and worship together. Koe 
reflected back on how Worship Outreach, the 
Winfield community, and Discipleship have helped 
him grow in his faith in ways he wouldn’t have him grow in his faith in ways he wouldn’t have 
grown back home.

“Since coming to Southwestern College my faith 
has grown a lot, I don’t think that would have 
happened at home. My faith has grown a lot 
because I go to Discipleship every week, pracƟce 
for Worship Outreach every week, and my 
covenant group meets every week. Back home I 
wouldn’t have had that exposure to the ChrisƟan 
faith because my friends back home are not faith because my friends back home are not 
ChrisƟans so they don’t push me to grow in my 
faith, only my parents would be pushing me. Here 
I’m surrounded by friends who encourage me and 
push me to grow,” Koe said. 

Koe hopes to conƟnue to grow in his faith and will 
even take a leadership role next year. He will be 
part of the Sheperd Team of Discipleship which 
leads the team. 

“Here I’m surrounded 
by friends who 
encourage me and 
push me to grow”
 - Jon Luis Koe
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Bishop Scholar Receives Second Chance at SC
Sandra Nyembo is from the 
DemocraƟc Republic of Congo, 
where she grew up with her 
siblings and mother who is a 
nurse. In Congo, Nyembo 
aƩended college and hoped to 
become a medic. However, a 
roadblock on her path kept her roadblock on her path kept her 
from following her dream.

 “I wanted to go to medical 
school, but there was a high 
level of corrupƟon and sexual 
harassment at universiƟes back 
home. I started medical school 
and I didn’t finish because I was 
harassed by a professor and I 
didn’t know what to do. I didn’t know what to do. I 
remember that when he was 
aŌer me I said to him, ‘I can’t 
do this, I’m a ChrisƟan and Jesus 
doesn’t want this,’ he then told 
me, ‘We’ll see if Jesus can save 
you.’ AŌer he didn’t get what he 
wanted he failed me,” Nyembo wanted he failed me,” Nyembo 
conƟnued, “When they posted 
grades, they post them in a 
public space, everyone can 
come and see them. I remember 
seeing the results and crying 
because I would have had to 
repeat the year even aŌer I had repeat the year even aŌer I had 
made good grades on my other 
classes. The profesor who failed 
me then passed by and told me, 
‘Did Jesus save you?’ and 
everyone heard him. It was an 
embarrassing and very sad 
experience. I was traumaƟzed by experience. I was traumaƟzed by 
it.”

Nyembo decided to transfer to a 
different insƟtuƟon where she 
felt safe which was a Methodist 
university. However, this 
insƟtuƟon only had degrees in 
EducaƟon, Computer Science, 
and Theology. Nyembo decided 
to get a degree in Computer to get a degree in Computer 
Science and aŌer that, she got a 
job teaching computer science. 

“When I did Computer science, I 
didn’t like it, that wasn’t my 
passion,” Nyembo said. 

Nyembo conƟnued with her life 
and was filled with many 
blessings. She married and built 
her family. 

Nyembo’s life turned upside Nyembo’s life turned upside 
down when her family 
discovered that her daughter 
was sick and required a great 
amount of medical aƩenƟon. 
She then decided that in order 
to give her daughter the best 
medical aƩenƟon, she would medical aƩenƟon, she would 
have to take her to a different 
country with beƩer resources. 
Thus, when a friend of hers 
called her and introduced her to 
the idea of conƟnuing her 
studies in the United States she 
went for it. Her friend gave her went for it. Her friend gave her 
a list of schools where she could 
get her master’s and told her to 
take a look at it and apply. 

“I didn’t even look at the 
colleges on the internet or 
anything, I decided to pray 
about it and two weeks later I 
told my friend that 
Southwestern was the place I 
wanted to go. My friend said, 
‘Sandra, this is one of the ‘Sandra, this is one of the 
smallest and I don’t know if 
they have the master’s 
programs that you want,’ so he 
told me that I could do an 
undergrad instead, in educaƟon 
and biology. I thought, 
Seriously, Oh my God! I’m on my Seriously, Oh my God! I’m on my 
thirƟes, but then I realized it 
was an opportunity for me to go 
back into the science field. I 
thought that going into the 
medical field was too late for 
me, but this turned out to be a 
second chance to at least go second chance to at least go 
back to studying something 
related to science,” Nyembo 
said. 

Nyembo came to Southwestern 
as an undergraduate in 2017, 
without her family. She 
originally planned to study 
biology and educaƟon. 

“I was so convinced about 
studying educaƟon. I didn’t 
want anything complicated, I’m 
old enough already" Nyembo 
said laughing.

However, while Nyembo was However, while Nyembo was 
studying in the United States, 
her daughter Chrisma passed 
away. Being far from home was 
challenging for Nyembo at this 
Ɵme but she commented that 
“I don’t regret coming here, this “I don’t regret coming here, this 
has been a great community, 
and with what I’ve been 
through, they have been so 
awesome and I’m so grateful.”

“AŌer Chrisma died, my goals “AŌer Chrisma died, my goals 
shiŌed. Now I’m thinking of 
becoming a PA (Physician 
Assistance). Children are dying, 
dying is normal, but at least 
when they are dying we need to 
try and be able to say we tried 
our best. I feel like my our best. I feel like my 
government is not trying. I’m 
not trying. No-one is trying,” 
Nyembo said, “We have big 
provinces where there are no 
hospitals for children and the 
rate in which kids are dying tells 
me that we are not trying. The me that we are not trying. The 
way that my daughter died, I 
feel like if there would've been 
a hospital nearby, she could’ve 
been saved.”

Today, Nyembo is finishing her 
junior year and her husband and 
son are now living with her in 
Winfield, KS. This summer will 
be two years since they were 
able to move to the US and be 
reunited with Nyembo.  

“I hope that by 
God’s grace 
I can make an 
impact” 
  - Sandra    
   Nyembo
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SC Introduces Sophomore Jesus Flores to New Perspectives
Jesus Flores is from Juarez, Mexico, and aƩended Lydia PaƩerson InsƟtute. Lydia PaƩerson is a 
Methodist-affiliated high school in El Paso, TX, where the majority of their students live in Juarez, Mexico, 
and commute to EL Paso every day to go to school. Lydia PaƩerson was the connecƟon to Southwestern 
College that helped him become a Bishop Scholar and aƩend college. 

Flores reflected back on how the challenges of studying abroad have been worth it. For they have helped 
him learn new perspecƟves from students around the globe. 

“I never thought I would be friends with someone from Wales, someone from Malaysia, and someone from “I never thought I would be friends with someone from Wales, someone from Malaysia, and someone from 
South Africa,” Flores said. 

One of the challenges for him was adjusƟng to the American culture. “Some think that because Mexico is 
right next to the US, the culture is not very different, but it is. That is something I’ve realized living here 
in Winfield,” Flores commented.  

The language was another challenge for Flores. “When I got here it was difficult to communicate with The language was another challenge for Flores. “When I got here it was difficult to communicate with 
others. I had the words in my head but couldn’t put them together. When I got here my English was bad. 
Now, it has become beƩer, but I remember coming here and wanƟng to talk with others, but I would 
either not have the words to communicate with them, or they would speak very fast to me and I would 
have to ask if they could slow down. I have developed the ability to conƟnue conversaƟons, but 
communicaƟng was definitely the hardest part,” Flores said. 

Flores has found that adjusƟng to the culture and speaking a second language comes with rewards that Flores has found that adjusƟng to the culture and speaking a second language comes with rewards that 
have made his Ɵme at Southwestern valuable. Flores has been exposed to mulƟple cultures besides 
American culture. He has been the president of the InternaƟonal club for almost two years. 

“A big reward from being exposed to different cultures “A big reward from being exposed to different cultures 
is learning new perspecƟves. Before I came to the US I 
used to think a certain way, right now I have a more 
open view of things,” Flores added, “This has helped me 
a lot to understand others when I talk and interact with 
them. I feel like aŌer learning about their culture I can 
contribute to their life more.”

Flores’s passion for learning other people’s Flores’s passion for learning other people’s 
perspecƟves translates to his passion for psychology 
where he gets to study people’s inner feelings and 
thoughts. He is majoring in psychology and plans to get 
his master’s to become a clinical psychologist. 

“My dream is to run my own clinic or work as a school “My dream is to run my own clinic or work as a school 
counselor. It’s so good to see people reach their 
maximum capacity, physically, mentally, and spiritually. 
That’s what I would love to do. My other dream is to 
become a forensic psychiatrist. They profile criminals, 
analyze what they are thinking and what are their 
paƩerns of behavior. That would be my dream job. But I 
would be content with either thing,” Flores said. would be content with either thing,” Flores said. 

“I used to think a certain way, right now 
I have a more open view of things.”
               -Jesus Flores
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Remembering Jorge Mucambe
Jorge Mucambe was a Bishop Scholar 

from Maputo, Mozambique. 

During his Ɵme at Southwestern he was 

part of Men’s Soccer, Discipleship, 

InternaƟonal Club, Acapella Choir, and 

Math Club. 

WWe were sad to hear of his passing early 

this year and we send prayers to the 

Mucambe family. 

Here are a few pictures of Jorge to 

remember him dearly. 
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Students Doing Yoga to Stay 

Healthy During Covid-19 

While most students have returned to 

their hometowns because of Covid-19, 

most international students are still in 

Winfield. 

Being in isolation can be extra 

difficult for students away from 

friends and family. However, these 

three Bishop Scholars found a 

creative way to connect and stay 

healthy by doing yoga. 

Bishop Scholar Rebeca Dominguez says that since the beginning of April she has been 

practicing yoga outside, in front of her Warren apartment, because yoga helps her stay 

sane and active during quarantine. 

"It is so much fun when my friends join me to do yoga, we just set my computer on 

the ground and we just follow a youtube video," Dominguez said. 

invitations 

0 SC Bishop Scholars and Friends 

www. i nstit uteford isci plesh i p.org/bi shop-scholars/ 

All you have to do is click here to submit a 

membership form. 

IFD Bishop Scholar Network Newsletter I Spring 2020 -

https://forms.gle/zgTJpkxuTcryNc3R9
https://www.facebook.com/groups/421025935639/
https://www.institutefordiscipleship.org/bishop-scholars/

